Vlll                                               PREFACE
I am only too painfully aware. I am equally conscious of the
many criticisms which this book will inevitably provoke. It is
only too likely that at least some of them will differ but little
from the doubts I might have expressed myself twenty-five years
ago. This will help me to understand those who will find my
present views unacceptable. I am not optimistic enough to
believe that these views will, in the near future, gain widespread
approval It is well known that, for reasons which would lead
too far to expound here, the legal world is the slowest in making
the necessary adjustments to changes in society. The great task
of the future will be to separate the valuable elements in the
traditional approach from the bias rooted in vested interests and
sheer unreasonableness. If the book should contribute even in
a small way to making this discussion as unprejudiced and as
well informed as possible, it will have achieved its object.
It gives me great pleasure to dedicate this book to my
colleague Professor Harold J. Laski in appreciation of his friendly
interest in my work and the great kindness he has shown to me
ever since I came to this country.
Without the devoted help and the persistent encouragement
which I have received from my wife neither this book nor any
of its predecessors could have been written.
The manuscript of the present book was completed in April,
1945 ; material published after that date could, therefore, as
a rule, be referred to, if at all, only in footnotes.
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